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!

Traveling for Free is Real!!
When people find out how often I travel for free, they
always ask the same questions with a slacked-jawed
expression, “Do you have a trust fund? Is it a scam?
Is it legal? How in the world do you travel for free to
all those places? Is it really for free? Really? How do
you do it?” "

"
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Can I let you in on a little secret? I like it when
people think I am a big shot. And then I do my best
to answer their questions."

"

No, I don’t have a trust fund. Actually, I come from
pretty humble beginnings and there was a time
when my mom and I were on welfare. Life happens.
Yet, money has never stopped me from visiting over
80 countries and hundreds of cities around the world
for free. Other than personal items and tipping the
driver, everything else was free. Those kinds of
things are on me. And the $400,000 for the travel I
experienced was on someone else."
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"
Traveling for Free is Good Business!

"

No, it is not a scam. Actually, it is just a smart
business. Think of smart business the next time your
go to Costco, or another big box store. Notice how
someone offers you a free sample in a paper cup
with a tiny piece of a croissant and bologna
sandwich to try. On the next aisle, there is the same
paper cup with a bit of salad with a miniature fork. Or
three red grapes, or a nubbin of bread and droplet of
pre-made, home-style gravy. Are you drooling? You
should be. I will explain how this applies to travel in
a moment. "

"

Yes, it is completely legal… and ethical."

"

And, it is free. My experience of high-end luxury
travel includes airfare, trains, boats, transportation,
hotels, tour guides, and food to most places in the
world."
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And with each of these questions, I gave them the
answer. The same answer I am about to give you."

"
"
Traveling for Free Requires No Special Skills!

"

But first, you might be saying, who is this genius/
clown? I bet he has some special degree that costs
a fortune. Or has some connection that only he can
use."

"
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Yes, I am a little bit clownish. And for the last 12
years, I have been the Editor-in-Chief of In The
Know Traveler. I also publish several other websites
dedicated to international travel and cultural
exchange. And yes, I do have an MFA in Creative
Nonfiction."

"

Yet, when I started I had no degree at all and calling
myself the Editor-in-Chief was a bit of a stretch. I
was an average student in high school. I didn’t have
any special knowledge about writing, computers or
the Internet. Just like the degree I eventually earned,
I learned the technology. I became an expert in
Social Media, Search Engine Optimization and
digital marketing that were important. I also
developed connections."

"

Do you need to have all the credentials that I
eventually earned? No, unless you want to own your
own web sites in a competitive market and do it all
yourself. Even then, it is not essential to have your
own web site. In fact, I send people on trips around
the world based upon my know-how and my sites.
Not theirs."
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"
Traveling for Free is Easier than you Think!

"

Here is the most amazing part. The answer is easy
to do. Heck, I did it. And have done it for years. I will
continue to do it but, most people won’t. "

"

Most people will read this and mistakenly decide it is
too hard. They would rather spend thousands of
dollars for no reason at all. Or they will decide there
is some gimmick that they can’t repeat. The odds
8

are most of you won’t even try. Again, not because
I’m sharing is challenging, but because it takes
going out into the unknown and trying something
new. In this case it takes going out into the travel
industry and just saying hello."

"

I know you are thinking this is far too easy. There
has to be a catch."

"

There isn’t a catch. However, notice that I didn’t say
you didn’t need to do anything. You will have to put
in a little bit of effort. Mostly, your effort will be
getting outside of your comfort zone in doing the
following advice."

"
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"
Traveling for Free is Developing Relationships!

"

I am suggesting you reach out and develop
relationships. Not super tight, all-encompassing
relationships. I am talking about allowing people who
put together these free trips to know a little bit about
yourself."

"

So, are you
finally ready for
my best travel for
free secret? I
have sort of let it
slip already.
Contact the
travel industry
and give them a
reason to choose
you for a free
trip."

"

Why does it
work?
Remember my
Costco analogy?
All the free
10

samples are competing against each other. They all
want to be seen and eaten and hope for someone to
say I want some and will buy a box. Then hopefully,
the buyer will say to their best friends that this was
the best bologna sandwich ever! Of course, this will
invite many friends to eat croissants and bologna. "

"

And in travel? Hotel chains, tourism destinations,
historic towns, and big cities compete against each
other. They want tourists to buy their product or
services."

"

They offer samples to people just like you and me. A
taste of their country, city, hotels, resort, attractions,
and products to people who are willing and able to
provide “value.” Value is the ability to say, I loved
that bologna sandwich I had in Prague or Istanbul,
or at the Marriott, the Grand Canyon to as many
friends as possible. It is one thing for Paris to sing its
praises, it is another when real people do it. Make
sense? Value is your ability to promote some place
in some way."

"

And with travel, this isn’t small pieces of croissant
and bologna sandwiches. It is big business. Tourism
is a major part of every country’s economy. Offering
11

a taste to someone who can help get the word out is
a small price to pay to help out the big picture."

"

If you are like me, you love travel. Not just a little. A
ton. Travel is almost a requirement. If this is you,
then I want you to know that you can travel for free
with far less effort than you think. I did it, and you
can, too. Drooling yet? You should be."
"

"
"
"
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Traveling for Free Is Taking a Chance!

"

So one of two things just happened. You were either
inspired and want to explore how this might work for
you, as it has for me. If so, Great!! I have another
possibly free ebook that will go into greater depth
about what to do next. "

"

In my next ebook, I will explain why the people who
hand out free trips will want to choose you. I will give
you my best tips for getting the attention of tourism
decision makers. "

"

And I’ll share the most important thing NOT to do
when you get them on the phone, or preferably meet
with them in person. This is a $37 value I will be
selling for $7, but I would rather give you it for free.
More on this in a moment."

"

If you decided this #1 Secret ebook wasn’t for you.
The “secret” was too obvious, or too challenging, or
not secret enough. If not, no worries. We have the
love of travel in common and I will be offering more
ebooks, webinars and travel articles, travel tips and
giveaways that will inspire with enthusiasm — mostly
for free."

"
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"
If you like the idea of free I'll give you the ebook for
free! All you have to do is share the link you found in
your email with the download link for this ebook. "

"

Simply, highlight the link and share it on social
media: Facebook, Twitter or with your email
contacts. You will get instant and free access as
soon you share and friends sign up. Easy. "

"

If you want to buy The Golden Rules of Getting
Started follow the link and Enjoy!"
14
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Traveling for Free is Memorable!

"

FYI, I took all of these pictures featured here while I
visited in the Cook Islands, Bosnia & Herzegovina,
Japan, Azerbaijan, Lithuania, Macao, Greenland and
Lesotho.
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